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IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 



In re Patent Application of: 
Stefan SCHERINGER et al. 

Application No.: 10/581,245 Confirmation No,: 1788 

Filed: May 3 1 , 2006 Art Unit: 1 746 

For: DISHWASHER WITH REGULATABLE HEAT Examiner: Not Yet Assigned 
RECOVERY 

INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 
(SUBMISSION AFTER FILING OF AN APPLICATION BUT BEFORE FINAL 
REJECTION OR NOTICE OF ALLOWANCE OR CONCURRENTLY WITH A RULE 

1.114 RCE APPLICATIONS 

Commissioner for Patents 

P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Sir: 

Pursuant to 37 C.F.R. §§ 1.97 and 1.98, applicant(s) hereby submit(s) an Information 
Disclosure Statement for consideration by the Examiner. 

I. LIST OF PATENTS. PUBLICATIONS OR OTHER INFORMATION 

The patents, publications, or other information submitted for consideration by the Office 
are listed on the PTO-SB08(s), attached hereto. 

II. COPIES 

lEl a. Copies of cited U.S. patents and patent application publications are not included. 
Copies of foreign patent documents and non-patent literature are included. 
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□ b. Some or all of the documents listed on the PTO-SB08 are not enclosed because 
they were cited in the International Search Report and copies should already be in the PTO file. 
If copies are needed, please contact the undersigned. 

□ c. REFERENCES PREVIOUSLY CITED OR SUBMITTED - Pursuant to 37 C.F.R. 
§ 1.98(d), consideration of information listed on the PTO-SB08 form(s) is requested since any 
patents, publications, or other information which are listed on the PTO-SB08 form(s) but for 
which copies are not enclosed herewith, were previously cited by or submitted to the PTO in one 
of the following applications which has been relied upon for an earlier filing date under 35 
U.S.C § 120: 

III. CONCISE EXPLANATION OF THE RELEVANCE 
(check at least one box) 

□ a. DOCUMENTS IN THE ENGLISH LANGUAGE - The patents, publications, or other 
information listed on the attached PTO SB08 are in the English language and therefore, do not 
require a statement of relevancy. 

^ b. DOCUMENTS NOT IN THE ENGLISH LANGUAGE - A concise explanation of the 
relevance of all patents, publications, or other information listed that is not in the English 
language is as follows: An English language abstract is provided for all references. 

^ c. ENGLISH LANGUAGE SEARCH REPORT - An English language version of the search 
report or action that indicates the degree of relevance found by the foreign office is attached, 
thereby satisfying the requirement for a concise explanation. See MPEP 609(III)(A)(3). 

^ d. OTHER - The following additional information is provided for the Examiner's 
consideration. Due to the non-existence of an English language equivalent of the documents 
cited in the International Search Report dated May 30, 2005, below is a summary of the 
contents of the four citations cited in the International Search Report: 
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Document Dl, FR 594 094 A 

Document Dl relates to a continuous transport of dishes through a machine for cleaning the 
dishes and sterilizing them. According to Figure 1 of document Dl, a cross section through one 
embodiment according to the solution of document Dl is given. Dishes 3 are being stored upon a 
roller tray which is arranged on guides 2 and being transportable through a couple of zones 1 . 
After the trays 9, in which a contact of the dishes with rinsing or cleaning fluid occurs, the roller 
tray leaves the cleaning zones and passes a drying section. Within the drying section, warm air is 
directed to the dishes 3 to dry them. Within the drying zone, a couple of partitions 39 are 
arranged which are fed with hot air 37 by conduits 38. The hot air 37 is being mixed with fresh 
air 40. According to the inclination of the conduits of hot air embodied as partitions 39, the warm 
air has besides a vertical component a horizontal component resulting in a partition of the hot air 
being directed against the direction of transportation of the dishes through the dish-washing 
apparatus according to the solution in document Dl . 

Document D2, DE 43 10 189 Al 

Document D2 is related to a separation curtain for cleaning zones within a dish-washing 
apparatus. According to document D2, curtains are disclosed which are made of a material which 
allows a non-exact separation of cleaning zones from one another and which is resistant to 
temperature, resistant to cleaning agent, unsoluble to water, flexible and suitable for 
arrangements within a dish- washing apparatus. The curtain according to document D2 has a 
triple layer shape made from thin strips of glas-fiber material and allows for a separation of 
cleaning zones from one another within a dish-washing apparatus. 

Document D3, FR 2 059 793 A 

Document D3 is related to a heat recovery device for a dish-washing apparatus. The dish- 
washing apparatus comprises a cooling device which permits for a suction of humid air which 
transports this humid air through a condensor. Further, devices are arranged to condense rinsing 
water within the cooling apparatus. 

Document D4, DE 18 32 502 U 

This German utility model is related to a dish-washing apparatus. A dish-washing apparatus is 
disclosed in which cleaned dishes are passing a drying tunnel. By means of a suction device 4, 3 
between the dish-washing apparatus and the drying tunnel 2, humidity is removed. Within the 
dish-washing apparatus and within the drying tunnel 2, a lower pressure is generated as 
compared to the pressure prevailing in the cleaning zones. By means of this pressure gradient, an 
escape of humidity from the dish-washing apparatus as well as the drying tunnel 2 into the 
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surrounding is prevented. The drying tunnel 2 is arranged in a length which guarantees that the 
entire drying of the dishes takes place within said tunnel. 

IV. FEES (check one box) 

□ a. This Information Disclosure Statement is being filed concurrently with the filing 
of a new patent application; therefore, no fee is required. 

□ b. This hiformation Disclosure Statement is being filed concurrent with the filing of 
a continuation-in-part, continuation, or divisional patent application; therefore, no fee is required. 

□ c. This Information Disclosure Statement is being filed within three months of the 
filing date of a national application (37 C.F.R. § 1.97(b)(1)). No fee or statement is required. 
(This section is not to be used with RCE*s.) 

□ d. This Information Disclosure Statement is being filed within three months of the 
date of entry of the national stage as set forth in § 1.491 in an intemafional application (37 C.F.R. 
§ 1 .97(b)(2)). No fee or statement is required. 

□ e. This Information Disclosure Statement is being filed concurrently with the filing 
of a Request for Continued Examination under § 1.114 (37 C.F.R. § 1.97(b)(4)). No fee or 
statement is required. 

^ f This Information Disclosure Statement is being filed before the mailing date of a 
first Action on the merits (37 C.F.R. § 1.97(b)(3)). No fee or statement is required. In the event 
that a first Office Action on the merits has been issued, please consider this IDS under 37 C.F.R. 
§ 1.97(c) and see the statement under 37 C.F.R. § 1.97(e) below, or, if no statement has been 
made, charge our deposit account for the fee as required by 37 C.F.R. § 1.1 7(p). 

□ g. This Information Disclosure Statement is being filed before the mailing date of a 
Final Office Action under 37 C.F.R. § 1.113 (See 37 C.F.R. § 1.97(c)(1)) or before the mailing 
date of a Notice of Allowance under 37 C.F.R. §1.311 (See 37 C.F.R. § 1 .97(c)(2)). 

4 ADM/srm 



Application No.: 10/581,245 



Docket No.: 4266-0 122PUS1 



n No statement; therefore, a fee as required by 37 C.F.R. §1.1 7(p) is attached, 
or 

□ See the statement below. No fee is required. 

V. STATEMENT UNDER 37 C.F.R. S 1.97(e) 
(check only one box) 
The undersigned hereby states that: 

□ a. Each item of information contained in the IDS was first cited in any 
communication from a foreign Patent Office in a counterpart foreign application not more 
than 30 days prior to the filing of this IDS; or 

□ b. Each item of information contained in the IDS was first cited in any 
communication from a foreign Patent Office in a counterpart foreign application not more than 
three months prior to the filing of this IDS; or 

□ c. No item of information contained in the IDS was cited in a communication from a 
foreign Patent Office in a counterpart foreign application, and, to the knowledge of the person 
signing the certification after making reasonable inquiry, no item of IDS was known to any 
individual designated in 37 C.F.R. § 1.56(c) more than three months prior to the filing of the 
IDS. 

□ d. Some of the items of information were cited in a communication from a foreign 
Patent Office. As to this information, the undersigned states that each item of information 
contained in the IDS was first cited in a communication from a foreign Patent Office in a 
counterpart foreign application not more than three months prior to the filing of this IDS. As to 
the remaining information, the undersigned hereby states that no item of this remaining 
information contained in the IDS was cited in a communication firom a foreign Patent Office in a 
counterpart foreign application and, to the best of my knowledge after making reasonable 
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inquiry, was known to any individual designated in 37 C.F.R. § 1.56(c) more than three months 
prior to the filing of this statement. 

VI. PAYMENT OF FEES (check one box) 

□ The required fee is listed on the attached Fee Transmittal. 
IXI No fee is required. 



If the Examiner has any questions concerning this IDS, he/she is requested to contact the 
undersigned. If it is determined that this IDS has been filed under the wrong rule, the PTO is 
requested to consider this IDS under the proper rule and charge the appropriate fee to Deposit 
Account No. 02-2448. 

If necessary, the Commissioner is hereby authorized in this, concurrent, and future 
replies, to charge payment or credit any overpayment to our Deposit Account No. 02-2448 for 
any additional fees required under 37 C.F.R. § 1.16 or under § 1.17; particularly, extension of 



time fees. 



Dated: January 11,2007 



Respectfully submitted. 




Anop^ Meikle 
Registration No.: 32,868 

BIRCH, STEWART, KOLASCH & BIRCH, LLP 
81 10 Gatehouse Road 

Suite 100 East 
P.O. Box 747 

Falls Church, Virginia 22040-0747 
(703) 205-8000 
Attomey for Applicant 



Attachment(s): 
lEl PTO-SB08 



^ Documents 



1^ Foreign Search Report 
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^ ]NFORIVIATION DISCLOSURE 
.^isTATEMENT BY APPLICANT 

^ (Use as many sheets as necessary) 


Complete if Known 


Application Number 


10/581,245 


Filing Date 


May 31, 2006 


First Named Inventor 


Stefan SCHERINGER 


Art Unit 


1746 


Examiner Name 


Not Yet Assigned 


Sheet 1 of 1 


Attorney Docket Number 


4266-0122PUS1 



U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS 


Examiner 
Initials* 


Cite 
No.^ 


Document Number 


Publication Date 
MM-DD-YYYY 


Name of Patentee or 
Applicant of Cited Document 


Pages, Columns, Lines, Where 
Relevant Passages or Relevant 
Figures Appear 


Number-Kind Code^ {if known) 















FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS 


Examiner 
Initials* 


Cite 
No.^ 


Foreign Patent Document 


Publication 
Date 
MM-DD-YYYY 


Name of Patentee or 
Applicant of Cited Document 


Pages, Columns, Lines, 
Where Relevant Passages 
or Relevant Figures Appear 




Country Code^-Number^-KInd Code® (JT/tnown; 




BA 


FR-594 094-A 


09-05-1925 










BB 


DE-43 10 189-A1 


10-06-1994 










BC 


FR-2 059 693-A 


06-04-1971 










BD 


DE-18 32 502-U 


06-08-1961 









•EXAMINER: Initial if reference considered, whether or not citation is In conformance with MPEP 609. Draw line through citation if not In conformance and not 
considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant. ** CITE NO.: Those document{s) which are marked with an double asterisl^ (") next 
to the Cite No. are not supplied because they were previously cited by or submitted to the Office in a prior application relied upon in this application for an earlier 
filing date under 35 U.S.C. 120. ' Applicant's unique citation designation number (optional). ^ See Kinds Codes of USPTO Patent Documents at www.uspto.qov 
or MPEP 901 .04. ^ Enter Office that issued the document, by the two-letter code (WIPO Standard ST.3). " For Japanese patent documents, the indication of the 
year of the reign of the Emperor must precede the serial number of the patent document. ^ Kind of document by the appropriate symbols as Indicated on the 
document under WIPO Standard ST.16 if possible. ® Applicant is to place a check mark here If English language Translation is attached. 



NON PATENT LITERATURE DOCUMENTS 


Examiner 
Initials 


Cite 


Include name of the author (in CAPITAL LETTERS), title of the article (when appropriate), title of the item (bool^, 
magazine, journal, serial, symposium, catalog, etc.). date, page(s), volume-issue number(s), publisher, city 

and/or country where published. 
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•EXAMINER: Initial if reference considered, virtiether or not citation is In conformance with MPEP 609. Draw line through citation if not In conformance and not 
considered. Include copy of this fomi with next communication to applicant. 

Applicant's unique citation designation number (optional). ^Applicant Is to place a check mark here if English language Translation Is attached. 
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